Small Business Resources for Veteran Business Owners
[bookmark: _yxihpvfp91wc]Government Programs & Agencies
· U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) - Office of Veterans Business Development (OVBD): The OVBD is a primary resource, coordinating outreach and policy recommendations for SBA assistance to veterans. https://www.sba.gov/veterans
·  They offer:
· Boots to Business (B2B): A free entrepreneurial training program offered as part of the Department of Defense's Transition Assistance Program (TAP). It provides an overview of business ownership fundamentals for transitioning service members, National Guard and Reserve members, and their spouses. https://www.sba.gov/sba-learning-platform/boots-business
· Veterans Business Outreach Centers (VBOCs): These centers provide business development services, including pre-business plan workshops, concept assessments, business plan preparations, feasibility analysis, entrepreneurial training, counseling, and mentorship. https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/find?type=Veterans%20Business%20Outreach%20Center&pageNumber=1
· Veteran Entrepreneur Portal (VEP): An online portal with resources for training, financing, networking, and federal procurement. https://www.sba.gov/veterans/resources/veteran-entrepreneur-portal-vep
· SBA Loan Programs (Veterans Advantage Loans): The SBA offers loan guarantees to help veterans start, grow, or maintain a business. Businesses owned 51% or more by an honorably discharged veteran (or certain other military-connected individuals) may qualify for fee relief on some SBA-guaranteed loans.  Start here: https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/start-finish-loans/7a-loans (and look for "Veterans Advantage")
· Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) Program: This program sets aside a portion of federal contracts for businesses owned and controlled by service-disabled veterans. Certification with the SBA is required. https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs/service-disabled-veteran-owned-small-businesses-program
· SBA Microloans: Loans up to $50,000 distributed by community financial institutions, often more accessible for newer or smaller businesses.
· https://www.sba.gov/partners/lenders/microloan-program
· Military Reservist Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program (MREIDL): Helps small businesses facing financial needs due to an owner or essential employee being called to active duty.
· https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance (look for MREIDL within disaster loan types) 
· SCORE: A non-profit partner of the SBA that provides free business mentoring, workshops, and resources. Many SCORE mentors are veterans themselves. 
· https://www.score.org/
· Women's Business Centers: Partially funded by the SBA, these centers help women (including veteran women) in small business ownership. https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/find?type=Women%27s%20Business%20Center&pageNumber=1
· U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) - Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E - Chapter 31): This program assists veterans with service-connected disabilities in finding employment, including self-employment. Resources can include grant funding for licenses, bonds, inventory, and specialized equipment, as well as educational and career counseling.
· https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation/
· Grants.gov: A federal website that aggregates various government grants, including those for small businesses. You can filter for veteran-specific opportunities. https://www.grants.gov/
[bookmark: _8eyxmke3tef3]Non-Profit Organizations & Initiatives
· Bunker Labs: A national network of veteran entrepreneurs providing programs and resources at every stage of the entrepreneurial journey, including online courses, networking opportunities (e.g., Veterans in Residence for free workspace, CEO Circle for mentoring), and pitch competitions. https://bunkerlabs.org/
· Warrior Rising: A non-profit that empowers veterans by providing education, coaching, mentorship, and funding opportunities to help them create sustainable businesses. They offer a six-step business development program and grant competitions. https://www.warriorrising.org/
· Patriot Boot Camp (PBC): A non-profit that offers free, three-day events with entrepreneurship education, one-on-one mentorship, networking, and pitch competitions, specifically for veterans, active duty service members, and military spouses in technology-related businesses. https://patriotbootcamp.org/ (Note: Their website directs to DAV Patriot Boot Camp now)
· National Veteran-Owned Business Association (NaVOBA): A non-profit that certifies businesses as Veteran Business Enterprises (VBEs) for corporations looking to partner with veteran-owned and operated businesses. They also offer networking and training events.https://www.navoba.org/
· The Institute for Veterans and Military Families (IVMF) at Syracuse University https://ivmf.syracuse.edu/: Offers various programs, including:
· Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Veterans (EBV): Provides experiential training in entrepreneurship and small business management to post-9/11 veterans and their family members. https://ivmf.syracuse.edu/programs/entrepreneurship/start-up/ebv/
· Veteran Women Igniting the Spirit of Entrepreneurship (V-WISE): Specifically for female veterans and military spouses, offering educational resources for entrepreneurship and small business management. https://ivmf.syracuse.edu/programs/entrepreneurship/start-up/v-wise/
· American Corporate Partners (ACP): Connects military veterans with mentors in the business community to help them grow their businesses. Membership is free for 12 months. https://www.acp-usa.org/
· Vet to CEO: A free online program designed and facilitated by veteran entrepreneurs to help develop skills for starting and running a successful business.  https://www.vettoceo.org/
· The Rosie Network: A non-profit that offers training, financing, and networking resources for veteran small business owners.https://www.therosienetwork.org/
· The Second Service Foundation (formerly StreetShares Foundation): Runs the Military Entrepreneur Challenge, a grant program where veterans and spouses can pitch their businesses to win funding. They also offer various other funding options like term loans and lines of credit. https://secondservicefoundation.org/
· Hivers and Strivers: An angel investment group that invests exclusively in veteran-owned businesses, typically providing $100,000 to $1 million in funding in exchange for equity. https://hiversandstrivers.com/
· Farmer Veteran Coalition (FVC): Supports veterans entering agriculture. Their Farmer Veteran Fellowship Fund provides monetary assistance for those in the early stages of a farm or ranch business. https://farmvetco.org/
· Farmer Veteran Fellowship Fund: https://farmvetco.org/fvfellowship/
· National Association for the Self-Employed (NASE): Offers grants of up to $4,000 to members for business growth. Veterans may receive a discount on annual membership. https://www.nase.org/
[bookmark: _mqy3no4l4ds0]Other Pertinent Programs Available to Veterans
· U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) - Veterans' Employment and Training Service (VETS): https://www.dol.gov/agencies/vets
· Transition Assistance Program (TAP): Helps service members transition to civilian life, often including entrepreneurship training like Boots to Business. https://www.dol.gov/agencies/vets/programs/tap
· Jobs for Veterans State Grants (JVSG): Funds state employment services to provide individualized career services to veterans. https://www.dol.gov/agencies/vets/programs/jvsg
· Homeless Veterans' Reintegration Program (HVRP): Provides services to assist homeless veterans in finding employment. https://www.dol.gov/agencies/vets/programs/hvrp
· My Next Move for Veterans: An online tool to explore civilian career options based on military experience. https://www.mynextmove.org/vets/
· Hiring Our Heroes (U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation): Offers various programs, including the Corporate Fellowship Program for transitioning service members, and a Small Business Grant Program for veteran and military spouse-owned businesses. https://www.hiringourheroes.org/
· VetFran (International Franchise Association Foundation): Helps veterans find training and partnership opportunities with franchise companies, often offering financial incentives like lower franchise fees. https://www.vetfran.org/
· National Resource Directory (NRD): A comprehensive website connecting wounded warriors, service members, veterans, their families, and caregivers to programs and services supporting recovery, rehabilitation, and community reintegration. https://nrd.gov/
[bookmark: _zhn9i3a607ly]Key Considerations for Veteran Business Owners
· Certification: Look into obtaining Veteran-Owned Small Business (VOSB) and especially Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business (SDVOSB) certification through the SBA. This can open doors to federal contracting opportunities.
· Business Plan: A well-developed business plan is crucial for securing funding, whether through loans, grants, or investments. Many of the listed organizations offer assistance in creating or refining business plans.
· Networking: Connecting with other veteran entrepreneurs and business professionals can provide invaluable mentorship, partnerships, and insights.
· Financial Literacy: Understand the different types of funding available (grants, loans, equity investment) and their implications for your business.
· Legal and Regulatory Compliance: Be aware of the specific legal and regulatory requirements for starting and operating a business in your state and industry.
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[bookmark: _toxb4ylurhma]Washington State-Specific Resources for Veteran Business Owners
[bookmark: _xpvvyk2q9x9r]State Government Programs & Agencies
· Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA) - Veteran Owned Business Certification & Resources:
· Website: https://www.dva.wa.gov/veterans-service-members-and-their-families/veteran-owned-businesses
· Description: WDVA offers a free state-level Veteran/Servicemember Owned Business (VOB) certification. This certification makes businesses eligible for:
· Being listed on the WDVA website's registry of VOBs.
· Eligibility for the Veterans Linked Deposit Program, which can reduce interest rates on small business loans by up to 2% for certified VOBs.
· State agencies in Washington are motivated to award 5% of contracts to Veteran or Service Member Owned Businesses, making this certification valuable for state procurement.
· Washington State Office of Minority & Women's Business Enterprises (OMWBE):
· Website: https://omwbe.wa.gov/
· Description: While not exclusively veteran-focused, if the veteran business owner is also a minority or woman, obtaining certification through OMWBE can open additional state contracting opportunities. They also offer technical assistance and resources.
· Washington State Department of Enterprise Services (DES) - WEBS (Washington's Electronic Business Solution):
· Website: https://des.wa.gov/services/contracts-purchasing/doing-business-state/webs-registration
· Description: This is the primary system for vendors to register to do business with Washington State agencies and municipalities. Veteran-owned businesses certified by WDVA are linked to WEBS, allowing state agencies to identify them for contracting goals.
· Washington Small Business Development Center (WSBDC):
· Website: https://wsbdc.org/
· Description: A network of expert business advisors across the state offering free, confidential, one-on-one advising on all phases of small business development (starting, growing, buying/selling). Many advisors are co-located in community colleges and economic development agencies. While not exclusively for veterans, they are a fundamental resource for any small business in Washington.
· Business.wa.gov:
· Website: https://www.business.wa.gov/
· Description: The state's comprehensive portal for business resources, including guidance on starting a business, licensing, regulations, and links to various support organizations. It also directly references veteran business resources.
[bookmark: _d09wggcilyl5]Local Non-Profit Organizations & Initiatives
· Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC) at Business Impact NW:
· Website: https://businessimpactnw.org/veterans-business-outreach-center/
· Description: This is the regional VBOC for Washington, Idaho, and Oregon. They offer entrepreneurial development services including business training (like Boots to Business Reboot), counseling, mentorship, business plan assistance, loan readiness, and resource referrals specifically for transitioning service members, veterans of all eras, National Guard & Reserve members, and military spouses. Given your location, this is a highly relevant and direct resource.
· Veterans Incubator for Better Entrepreneurship (VIBE) at University of Washington Tacoma:
· Website: https://www.tacoma.uw.edu/vibe (often linked from UW Tacoma's main site or entrepreneurship pages)
· Description: VIBE provides an applied training environment and supportive ecosystem for military veterans and military spouses with entrepreneurial aspirations, helping them understand the modern startup lifecycle. Located in Tacoma, this is very close to Gig Harbor.
· Washington APEX Accelerator (formerly PTAC):
· Website: https://washingtonapex.org/
· Description: While PTACs are mentioned nationally, the Washington APEX Accelerator specifically helps small businesses, including veteran-owned businesses, navigate the complex federal, state, and local government procurement systems to win and execute contracts. They provide no-cost, one-on-one counseling and training.
· Tacoma-Pierce County Economic Development Board (EDB) - Veteran-Owned Business Support:
· Website: https://choosetacomapierce.org/current-small-businesses/veteran-owned-business-support/
· Description: Given Gig Harbor is in Pierce County, the EDB is a crucial local resource. They provide information on local financing programs, startup assistance, and highlight the strong veteran community stemming from nearby Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM). They directly reference VIBE and the WSBDC as local support.
· Business Impact NW (General):
· Website: https://businessimpactnw.org/
· Description: Beyond their VBOC, Business Impact NW is a non-profit CDFI (Community Development Financial Institution) that supports small businesses in the Pacific Northwest, including veterans. They offer business coaching, training, and small business loans (microloans to larger loans).
[bookmark: _me9ais5q7do9]Relevant Regional/Local Presence of National Groups
· Bunker Labs Seattle:
· Website: https://bunkerlabs.org/cities/seattle/
· Description: While already on your national list, it's important to note their specific Seattle chapter. This provides local events, networking, and programming for veteran entrepreneurs in the Puget Sound area, which would include Gig Harbor.
[bookmark: _ubrwrg5st2ze]How to Use These State-Specific Resources:
· Start with WDVA Certification: For any veteran business in Washington, getting certified by the WDVA is a critical first step to unlock state-level benefits.
· Connect with the VBOC at Business Impact NW: This is your primary point of contact for SBA-backed veteran entrepreneurship programs in the region.
· Explore Local EDB and SBDC: The Tacoma-Pierce County EDB and the WSBDC can provide hyper-local guidance, connect you with community resources, and help with specific Pierce County programs or challenges.
· Network with Bunker Labs Seattle: For connecting with other veteran entrepreneurs and gaining mentorship within the local ecosystem.

Important Note on "SBA™" Certifications: Be aware that certifications offered by independent entities using "SBA™" in their name (e.g., Idaho Small Business Association™, Oregon SBA™, California SBA™) are private certifications and are distinct from the official federal SBA programs or state government veteran business certifications (like California's DVBE or Washington's WDVA certification) that often carry specific advantages for government contracting or linked deposit programs. Always prioritize official government certifications for those specific benefits.
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[bookmark: _rorkqannsy9f]Idaho-Specific Resources for Veteran Business Owners
[bookmark: _65dawldulohr]State Government Programs & Agencies
· Idaho Small Business Development Center (SBDC):
· Website: https://idahosbdc.org/
· Description: The Idaho SBDC offers no-cost, confidential consulting and low-cost training to entrepreneurs across Idaho. While not exclusively for veterans, they are a fundamental resource for any small business in the state. They have regional centers that can provide localized support.
[bookmark: _nwgew6qpzh4u]Non-Profit Organizations & Initiatives
· Veteran Entrepreneur Alliance (VEA):
· Website: https://www.vealliance.org/
· Description: A registered non-profit offering 100% free services to empower veterans and their spouses to succeed in business. Their three pillars are Education (business education, training, workshops), Empowerment (mentorship, coaching, funding opportunities), and Connection (networking events, partnerships). They also offer a free business directory for members: IdahoVetBiz.com.
· Mission 43
· Website: https://www.mission43.org/
· Description: Mission43 provides servicemen, women, and MILITARY spouses opportunities to succeed in Idaho after the military through THE PILLARS OF education, employment, and engagement.
· ENLIST! – The Warrior Project (Idaho Veteran-Owned Business):
· Website: https://warriorproject.org/enlist/
· Description: Their mission is to create successful veteran-owned businesses throughout Idaho by providing educational workshops that teach the steps necessary to start and operate a business. They also emphasize creating a strong network and leveraging the experience of current veteran entrepreneurs.
· Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC) at Business Impact NW:
· Website: https://businessimpactnw.org/veterans-business-outreach-center/
· Description: As mentioned for Washington, this VBOC also serves Idaho. It's the regional hub for SBA-backed entrepreneurial development services including Boots to Business Reboot, one-on-one coaching, business plan assistance, loan readiness, and referrals for veterans and military spouses.
· Idaho Small Business Association™ - Veteran Owned Business Certification:
· Website: https://www.idahosmallbusinessassociation.org/veteran-owned-business-certification.php
· Description: Offers a certification that verifies a company is owned by one or more veterans. This can enhance company image, reputation, and provide greater visibility for potential business partners, though it does not explicitly link to state contracting goals or linked deposit programs like Washington's.

Important Note on "SBA™" Certifications: Be aware that certifications offered by independent entities using "SBA™" in their name (e.g., Idaho Small Business Association™, Oregon SBA™, California SBA™) are private certifications and are distinct from the official federal SBA programs or state government veteran business certifications (like California's DVBE or Washington's WDVA certification) that often carry specific advantages for government contracting or linked deposit programs. Always prioritize official government certifications for those specific benefits.
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[bookmark: _f171qp61zflu]Oregon-Specific Resources for Veteran Business Owners
[bookmark: _alomrj3py1i]State Government Programs & Agencies
· Oregon Department of Veterans' Affairs (ODVA) - Veteran-Owned Business Directory & Support:
· Website: While ODVA doesn't have a direct "certification" program leading to state contracting set-asides like WA or CA, they maintain a Veteran-Owned Business Directory which helps promote these businesses. Check their main site: https://www.oregon.gov/odva/ and search for "veteran business."
· Description: ODVA aims to connect veterans with relevant resources and opportunities, often partnering with the SBDC network.
· Oregon Small Business Development Center (SBDC) - Veterans Mean Business:
· Website: https://oregonsbdc.org/veterans-mean-business/
· Description: This dedicated program within the Oregon SBDC network provides one-to-one advising and classroom training specifically for military veterans who own or manage a new or existing business. It's offered at various SBDC locations across the state. This is a very strong, targeted resource.
[bookmark: _tjkr7vtylzt4]Non-Profit Organizations & Initiatives
· Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC) at Business Impact NW:
· Website: https://businessimpactnw.org/veterans-business-outreach-center/
· Description: As noted for Washington and Idaho, this VBOC is the primary SBA-funded resource for entrepreneurial development services (including Boots to Business Reboot, counseling, business planning, and loan readiness) for veterans and military spouses in Oregon.
· Oregon APEX Accelerator (formerly PTAC):
· Website: Search for "Oregon APEX Accelerator" or "Oregon PTAC" online. You'll find regional centers.
· Description: Similar to Washington, the Oregon APEX Accelerator assists small businesses, including veteran-owned businesses, in understanding and securing government contracts at federal, state, and local levels through no-cost, one-on-one counseling and training.
· Oregon SBA™ - Veteran Owned Business Certification:
· Website: https://www.oregonsba.org/veteran-owned-business-certification.php
· Description: This is a private certification that can provide recognition and visibility for veteran-owned businesses in Oregon. It is distinct from any state government-mandated certification for procurement.

Important Note on "SBA™" Certifications: Be aware that certifications offered by independent entities using "SBA™" in their name (e.g., Idaho Small Business Association™, Oregon SBA™, California SBA™) are private certifications and are distinct from the official federal SBA programs or state government veteran business certifications (like California's DVBE or Washington's WDVA certification) that often carry specific advantages for government contracting or linked deposit programs. Always prioritize official government certifications for those specific benefits.
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[bookmark: _rb5124i464qq]California-Specific Resources for Veteran Business Owners
[bookmark: _o8kkbgp46sm9]State Government Programs & Agencies
· California Department of General Services (DGS) - Office of Small Business and Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise Services (OSDS):
· Website: https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD-OSDS
· Description: This is the primary state agency for certifying businesses as Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE). California has a robust DVBE program with a 3% contracting goal for all state agencies.
· DVBE Certification: Essential for state contracting opportunities. OSDS provides detailed information on eligibility, benefits, and the application process.
· Business Outreach: OSDS hosts and participates in outreach events, workshops, webinars, and provides educational materials to support SBs and DVBEs in state contracting.
· SB/DVBE Advocate Assistance: Most state agencies have an advocate to help certified businesses pursue contract opportunities within that department.
· California Department of Veterans Affairs (CalVet) - Veteran Business Ownership and Resources:
· Website: https://www.calvet.ca.gov/VetServices/Pages/Veteran-Business-Ownership.aspx
· Description: While CalVet does not directly offer business start-up funding, their website is a portal to various resources, including links to DVBE certification, regional SBDCs, and other business support.
· California Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Program:
· Website: https://californiasbdc.org/
· Description: California has an extensive network of SBDCs offering no-cost, confidential business consulting and training. Many SBDCs have advisors with experience working with veterans, and they are crucial for business planning, financing, and growth across the state.
· California APEX Accelerators (formerly PTACs):
· Website: Search for "California APEX Accelerator" or "California PTAC." There are multiple regional centers.
· Description: These centers provide free assistance to businesses, including DVBEs, seeking to do business with federal, state, and local governments. They offer guidance on solicitations, registrations, and bid preparation.
[bookmark: _sld9jb49ypg7]Non-Profit Organizations & Initiatives
· Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC) for California:
· Website: There are typically multiple VBOCs covering different regions of California (e.g., NorCal VBOC, SoCal VBOC). For example: https://norcalvboc.org/ and https://socalvboc.org/
· Description: These are the SBA-funded centers providing entrepreneurial development services (including Boots to Business Reboot, training, counseling, and referrals) specifically for transitioning service members, veterans, National Guard and Reserve members, and military spouses in California.
· California SBA™ - Veteran Owned Business Certification:
· Website: https://www.californiasba.us/veteran-owned-business-certification.php
· Description: Similar to Idaho and Oregon, this is a private certification that can enhance visibility and image, but the state's official DVBE certification is through DGS/OSDS.
· Los Angeles Public Library Veteran Resource Centers:
· Website: Check the LAPL website and search for "Veteran Resource Centers."
· Description: These centers, funded by the California State Library, connect veterans and their families with trained veteran volunteers for information and resources on health, education, employment, housing, and other benefits, which can indirectly support their business journey.

Important Note on "SBA™" Certifications: Be aware that certifications offered by independent entities using "SBA™" in their name (e.g., Idaho Small Business Association™, Oregon SBA™, California SBA™) are private certifications and are distinct from the official federal SBA programs or state government veteran business certifications (like California's DVBE or Washington's WDVA certification) that often carry specific advantages for government contracting or linked deposit programs. Always prioritize official government certifications for those specific benefits.
